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Dan Lundak, 8 grade Social Studies/ Writing Teacher 

● In 8th grade Social Studies/ Writing students will investigate, analyze and understand the historical concepts of 

US history ranging from Reconstructive Period (post Civil War) to Cold War. Integrated into Social Studies, 

students will use the writing process to craft historical fiction, poetry, argumentative essays and other writing 

pertaining to the historical content. 
 

 September October November December January February March April May June 

8th Introduction 
Unit, Theme- 
Unity. 
Reconstructio
n post Cival 
War 
 
Argumentative 
Writing 

Unit 1 
Theme- 
Power, 
Progress at 
What Cost? 
Industrializa
tion. 
 
Argumentat
ive Writing 
 

Unit 2 
Theme- 
Identity, The 
Changing 
Face of 
America. 
Immigration. 
 
Argumentativ
e Writing 
 

Unit 3- Theme 
Justice/Injustic
e, Itroduction 
of Modernity. 
Progressive 
movement. 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

Unit 4- 
Theme 
Power, 
America: 
Emerging 
Power. 
Expansionis
m and 
Imperialism. 
 
Historical 
Fiction 

Unit 5- 
Theme 
Conflict/Com
promise. 
World at 
War: Lasting 
Legacy. The 
Great War 
and WWII. 
 
Narrative 
Writing 

Unit 6- 
Theme - 
Identity. 
Changin
g Face 
of the 
World. 
Internati
onal 
realignm
ents. 
 
Narrativ
e writing 

Unit 7- 
Theme 
Changin
g 
America
n Face. 
Roaring 
20’s and 
the 
Great 
Depress
ion. 
 
Poetry 

Unit 8 
Theme-
Power, 
The Rise 
of 
America 
in the 
Modern 
World. 
Cold War 
 
Poetry 

Unit 9-
Conflic
t/Comp
romise
. East 
Meets 
West: 
Americ
a’s 
Role in 
the 
World  
 
Poetry 

 


